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Several decades after her death in 1968, Helen Keller remains one of the most widely recognized women of
the twentieth century. But the fascinating story of her vivid political life—particularly her interest in
radicalism and anti-capitalist activism—has been largely overwhelmed by the sentimentalized story of her as
ayoung deaf-blind girl.

Keller had many livesindeed. Best known for her advocacy on behalf of the blind, she was aso a member of
the socialist party, an advocate of women's suffrage, a defender of the radical International Workers of the
World, and a supporter of birth control—and she served as one of the nation's most effective but unofficia
international ambassadors. In spite of all her political work, though, Keller rarely explored the political
dimensions of disability, adopting beliefs that were often seen as conservative, patronizing, and occasionally
repugnant. Under the wing of Alexander Graham Bell, a controversia figure in the deaf community who
promoted lip-reading over sign language, Keller became a proponent of oralism, thereby alienating herself
from others in the deaf community who believed that arich deaf culture was possible through sign language.
But only by distancing herself from the deaf community was she able to maintain a public image as a one-of -
akind miracle.

Using analytic tools and new sources, Kim E. Nielsen's political biography of Helen Keller has many lives,
teasing out the motivations for and implications of her political and personal revolutionsto reveal a more
complex and intriguing woman than the Helen Keller we thought we knew.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Lewis:

The book The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like abook The
Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability)? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share al of these. Book The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by available
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Doyle:

Reading areserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own reader with
their story aswell astheir experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth alwaystry to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them isthis
The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disahility).

Amy Gutierrez:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games al day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you can read a new book. It
isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading a
publication. The book The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disability) it is extremely good to
read. There are alot of people who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore quickly to
read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Sean Martinez:

The Radical Lives of Helen Keller (The History of Disahility) can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The
copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Radical Lives of
Helen Keller (The History of Disability) nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the



hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.
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