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West Point graduate, secretary of war under President Pierce, U.S. senator from Mississippi-- how was it that
this statesman and patriot came to be president of the Confederacy, leading the struggle to destroy the United
States?

This is the question at the center of William Cooper's engrossing and authoritative biography of Jefferson
Davis. Basing his account on the massive archival record left by Davis and his family and associates, Cooper
delves not only into the events of Davis's public and personal life but also into the ideas that shaped and
compelled him.

We see Davis as a devoted American, yet also as a wealthy plantation owner who believed slavery to be a
moral and social good that could coexist with free labor in an undivided Union. We see how his initially
reluctant support of secession ended in his absolute commitment to the Confederacy and his identification of
it with the legacy of liberty handed down by the Founding Fathers. We see the chaos that attended the
formation of the Confederate government while the Civil War was being fought, and the ever-present tension
between the commitment to states' rights and the need for centralized authority. We see Davis's increasingly
autocratic behavior, his involvement in military decision-making, and his desperation to save the
Confederacy even at the expense of slavery. And we see Davis in defeat: imprisoned for two years, then, for
the rest of his life, unrepentant about the South's attempt to break away, yet ultimately professing his faith in
the restored Union.

This is the definitive life of one of the most complex and fascinating figures in our nation's history.
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

This book untitled Jefferson Davis, American to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific
book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Ivory Hughes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Jefferson Davis, American that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world.
It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible
to pick Jefferson Davis, American become your personal starter.

James Rutledge:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon.
The Jefferson Davis, American provide you with new experience in studying a book.

Darlene Kidd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Jefferson
Davis, American.
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