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Donald Matthews affirms once and for all the African foundation of African-American religious practice.
His analysis of the methods employed by historians, social scientists, and literary criticsin the study of
African-American religion and the Negro spiritual leads him to develop a methodology that encompasses
contemporary scholarship without compromising the integrity of African-American religion and culture.

Because the Negro spiritual isthe earliest extant body of African-American folk religious narration,
Matthews believes that it holds the key to understanding African-American religion. He explores the works
of such seminal black scholarsas W. E. B. DuBois, Melville Herskovits, and Zora Neale Hurston, tracing the
early development of the African-centered approach to the interpretation of African-American religion. This
approach involves "cultural/structuralism", the author's term for the method used by DuBois, Herskovits, and
Hurston that emphasizes the thick reading of narrative expressions. Such areading allows the scholar to
identify the cultural significance of particular oral and written texts and serves as a point of identification and
acultural link between African and African-American religion. Matthews' close analysis of the spiritua
employs adiaectical and postmodernist reading and reveals areligious philosophy that addresses the deepest
concerns and desires of Africansin America. These concerns are cultural, political, and psychological, but
are ultimately related to African religious structures of meaning.

This book poses a challenge to end the battle between Afrocentrists and multiculturalists by acknowledging
their common intellectual heritage in the works of DuBois, Herskovits, and Hurston. It will be of great
interest to students and scholars of African-American religion and culture and those interested in Afrocentric
literature.
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From reader reviews:
Sharon Hollars:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for awhile is reading.

Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Honoring the Ancestors: An African
Cultural Interpretation of Black Religion and Literature book as nice and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

lda Hamilton:

People livein this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the extratime or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be Honoring the Ancestors: An African Cultural Interpretation of Black Religion and Literature.

Jeffery Bruce:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Honoring the Ancestors: An African
Cultural Interpretation of Black Religion and Literature publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you
still doubt Honoring the Ancestors: An African Cultural Interpretation of Black Religion and Literature as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one guide that can break don't judge book
by its deal with, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Maxine Ford:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading
abook. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Honoring the Ancestors: An
African Cultural Interpretation of Black Religion and Literature which is having the e-book version. So,
why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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