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The epithet “phony” was omnipresent during the postwar period in the United States. It was an easy
appellation for individuals who appeared cynically to conform to codes of behavior for social approbation or
advancement. Yet Holly Golightly “isn’t a phony because she’s a real phony,” says her agent in Breakfast at
Tiffany’s. In exploring this remark, Abigail Cheever examines the ways in which social influence was
thought to deform individuals in midcentury American culture. How could a person both be and not be
herself at the same time? The answer lies in the period’s complicated attitude toward social influence. If
being real means that one’s performative self is in line with one’s authentic self, to be a real phony is to lack
an authentic self as a point of reference—to lack a self that is independent of the social world. According to
Cheever, Holly Golightly “is like a phony in that her beliefs are perfectly in accordance with social norms,
but she is real insofar as those beliefs are all she has.”

Real Phonies examines the twinned phenomena of phoniness and authenticity across the second half of the
twentieth century—beginning with adolescents in the 1950s, like Holly Golightly and Holden Caulfield, and
ending with mid-career professionals in the 1990s, like sports agent Jerry Maguire. Countering the critical
assumption that, with the emergence of postmodernity, the ideal of “authentic self” disappeared, Cheever
argues that concern with the authenticity of persons proliferated throughout the past half-century despite a
significant ambiguity over what that self might look like.

Cheever’s analysis is structured around five key kinds of characters: adolescents, the insane, serial killers,
and the figures of the assimilated Jew and the “company man.” In particular, she finds a preoccupation in
these works not so much with faked conformity but with the frightening notion of real uniformity—the
notion that Holly, and others like her, could each genuinely be the same as everyone else.
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From reader reviews:

Fanny Rutledge:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Real
Phonies: Cultures of Authenticity in Post-World War II America? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have additional opinion?

Gary Roth:

This Real Phonies: Cultures of Authenticity in Post-World War II America is great e-book for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we
can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
wonderful delivering sentences. Having Real Phonies: Cultures of Authenticity in Post-World War II
America in your hand like getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say
that no publication that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that.
So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Joseph Boyd:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Real Phonies: Cultures of Authenticity in Post-World
War II America. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Sandra Brown:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
also you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by
book. Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Real Phonies:
Cultures of Authenticity in Post-World War II America.
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