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An American tourist in Europe stopped at a restaurant in Gdansk, Poland, and struck up a conversation with
a local. "Where do you come from?" he asked. "New Jersey," she said. He smiled and replied, "Ah,
Sopranos!"

Even fans of that popular show, one that held viewers captive, may be a bit disheartened to discover that the
first thing that pops into minds around the world about New Jersey is a dysfunctional crime family, just an
exit or two off the infamous N.J. Turnpike. But there's no need to live in fear that the only culture and history
that the state is known for is, well, let's say, a bit of bada bing. Actually, the echo of the Big Bangùthe
cosmic event that marked the birth of our universe some 13.7 billion years agoùwas first identified by
scientists from Bell Labs in Murray Hill, New Jersey.

In this lively romp through history from the primitive past to the present day, Marc Mappen's message
resonatesùThere's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos. Real tales, wise tales, tall tales abound throughout
the pages of Mappen's collection, filled with zest, humor, scandal, and occasionally tragedy. Annie Oakley.
Ulysses S. Grant. Benedict Arnold. Ezra Pound. Shoeless Joe Jackson. These luminaries and many others
share a common bond with the state that witnessed prehistoric elephants roaming its pastures, the explosion
on the USS Princeton, a Martian invasion, famous firsts like the phonograph, electric light, and movies, and,
well, step aside Tony Soprano: mobster Al Capone strolling along the Atlantic City boardwalk.

Providing a lens into American history through lively prose and more than twenty-five illustrations, There's
More to New Jersey than the Sopranos is as much fun as a trip to the Jersey Shore and definitely more
rewarding than a night home watching televisionù simply stated, this book is one you can't refuse to read.
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From reader reviews:

Willard Callahan:

The book There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a book There's More to New Jersey than
the Sopranos? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book There's More to New Jersey than
the Sopranos has simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Peter Zimmerman:

Here thing why this specific There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos giving you information deeper as
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that similar with There's More to
New Jersey than the Sopranos. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere
like in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the paper book maybe the form of There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos in e-book can be
your alternative.

Douglas Holmes:

Beside this kind of There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos in your phone, it can give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar
to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!

Annie Fowler:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific There's More to New Jersey than the Sopranos can
give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make
you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have There's More to New Jersey than the
Sopranos.
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