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This book deals with the Muslim Geographical Image and ideas of the world. The main purpose of this study
is to present the Muslim image of the world from the geographical point of view through the major Muslim
geographical sources of the Middle Ages. The activity of the early Islamic scholars in the field of geography,
cosmography, and astronomy is known to us not only through their original works that have reached us, but
also through the mass of studies, surveys, and editions which were made by recent scholars, especially by
orientalists. The author’s aim is also to explore the links between Muslim thought in general and the
geographical data to form an idea about how the Muslims integrated Islamic and geographical concepts to
create a general and unified image of the world.
The sources are available in original Arabic or Persian. Many of them were also translated into European
languages, studied, and edited. The difference is how to understand it and how to treat it methodologically to
arrive at a scientific approach and a satisfying conclusion from all of these works. The technique used in this
study is dictated by the aforementioned purposes. I must ask to be judged according to what I attempt and
not according to what other scholars have quite differently attempted.
The geographical information mentioned in this work presents the main idea without adding exotic
specimens to the main concept of the Muslim image of the world. The world image is used in this study in
two senses: the mature image of the world and its components and the conscious picture of the world and its
components as they became clear to them. The Muslim image of the world is treated in this study as a
product of geographical science, not merely as a product of religion. Thus, in addition to the chapters on
Islamic influence on geography, it contains the main chapters – and they are the majority – on aspects of the
image of the earth, oceans, seas, islands, rivers, and mountains.
Moreover, it presents a contribution to the studies of scholars of both the East and West to introduce Muslim
geography and its achievement, development, and its relation to and influence on modern western
geography.
It was also necessary to survey whether the motives behind the Muslim interest in acquiring geographical
knowledge were religious or purely scientific. It seems also that the vast Islamic empire demanded
knowledge of the conditions of their territories, of routes, and of distance, apart from the requirements of
worship.
In theory, the number of subjects to be included in an account of the contributions of Muslim geographers to
the achievement of mankind is almost limitless, in practice because of the size of the book. The author
intended to designate one chapter for the Muslim discovery of the world, which is by no means comparable
to the European exploration in the 15thcentury and later. However, The phenomenon of ebb and flow and its
cause according to Muslim geography is not so very important for this study and thus treated exclusively in
the chapter on seas.
It may seem rather arbitrary to write on the ideas of Muslim geographers concerning the geographical
elements of the world, i.e. earth, seas, oceans, islands, rivers, and mountains without speaking about the
inhabitants of the world.
The collection of material and sources used in this study represent a long span of time. As has been already
indicated in my introductory chapter, these sources cover a long period extending from the 9th century to the
17th century.
Like some chapters, such as the chapter on oceans, this chapter takes a cautious approach to certain



controversial issues where no definitive evidence is available to prove or disprove them, such as the Muslim
discovery in the Atlantic Ocean.
In this book Dr Nazmi has taken the opportuinity to present the main aspects of Muslim geography and to
clarify some obscure notices and ideas in this field.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Smith:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know that book is
very important for people. The book The Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A
Source Study (Orientalia Polona Book 1) seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Muslim
Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study (Orientalia Polona Book 1) is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you truly feel bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study (Orientalia Polona Book 1).
You never sense lose out for everything should you read some books.

Elton Williams:

This The Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study (Orientalia Polona
Book 1) are generally reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of
this The Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study (Orientalia Polona
Book 1) can be one of several great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food
but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this The Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study
(Orientalia Polona Book 1) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Roberto Garcia:

This book untitled The Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study
(Orientalia Polona Book 1) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when
you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the
book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quickly to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
to you to past this book from your list.

Rachel Wessels:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach



your children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve
their talent in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to their book. One of them is this
The Muslim Geographical Image of the World in the Middle Ages: A Source Study (Orientalia Polona Book
1).
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