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The floodplain forest of the worlds mightiest river, the Amazon, is one of the last major agricultural
frontiers. Inhabitants of this bountiful environment have long harvested its wealth of plant and animal
resources for a wide array of products, especially fruits, nuts, building materials, fuelwood, and medicinal
plants. While the Amazon floodplain has great potential for food production, this unique habitat, inundated
every year to a depth of up to 30 feet, is increasingly threatened by ranching and agricultural expansion, and
its natural resource base is being impaired by inappropriate land-use practices. In this book, geographer
Nigel Smith reviews the natural history of the area from the people's perspective, offering a large-scale
portrayal of the culture of the region not found in most books on Amazonia. The book investigates how the
ways in which people make a living are entwined with religious and spiritual beliefs, as well as with nature.
Smith challenges the notion that the Amazon basin is a demographic void and a cultural backwater, arguing
that the region, densely settled in the past, could again become a prosperous agricultural area. He points out
that the local inhabitants' knowledge of the basins natural history is a vital-and sorely overlooked--resource
for sound economic development. Topics explored include ecological, cultural, and socioeconomic issues
surrounding animal husbandry, domestication of game, annual cropping, agroforestry, and the gathering of
forest products. Examining the historical dimensions of various land uses, Smith suggests practical ways to
develop the floodplain that enhance, rather than destroy, biodiversity. A pathbreaking study, impeccably
researched and beautifully illustrated, this book will interest a broad audience of individuals and
organizations concerned with the development and conservation of rainforests and wetlands.
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From reader reviews:

Lenore Ryan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know that
book is very important usually. The book The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals,
and People ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of
Plants, Animals, and People is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People.
You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Irene Holmes:

This The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People usually are reliable for you
who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Amazon River Forest: A Natural
History of Plants, Animals, and People can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your
before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of
Plants, Animals, and People forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Gloria Lockwood:

Reading a book tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the knowledge about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of them is this The Amazon
River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People.

Blair Chappell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of
Plants, Animals, and People or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good



a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
book, any other book likes The Amazon River Forest: A Natural History of Plants, Animals, and People to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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