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Harry Truman's administration began searching for an American response to the clash in Indochina between
Frech colonialism and Vietminh communism in 1945. Thirty years and five administrations later, Gerald
Ford and his aides tried unsuccessfully to solicit additional aid for South Vietnam from a reluctant Congress.
For Truman, Ford, and every American leader in between, the dilemma in Vietnam hung ominously over the
presidency.

In Shadow on the White House, seven prominent historians examine how the leadership of six presidents and
an issue that grew into a difficult and often unpopular war shaped each other. Focusing on the personalities,
politics, priorities, and actions of the presidents as they confronted Vietnam, the authors consider the
expansion of presidential power in foreign-policy formulation since World War II. In their analyses, they
chronicle the history of executive leadership as it related to Vietnam, assess presidential prerogatives and
motives on war and peace issues, and clarify the interconnection between the modern presidency and the
nation's frustrating, tragic, and humiliating failure in Southeast Asia.

Although other histories have been written about the Vietnam experience, this book is the first systematic
and comparative survey on presidential leadership as it relates to the war issue. It is organized by presidential
administrations, giving a detailed examination of each president's decisions and policies. Based on the most
recently opened archival sources, the essays provide a framework on which to hang the kaleidoscopic events
of the war.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Shadow on the White House:
Presidents and the Vietnam War, 1945-1975, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Gregory Mackenzie:

This Shadow on the White House: Presidents and the Vietnam War, 1945-1975 is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make
decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can state
no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having Shadow on the White House: Presidents and the Vietnam War, 1945-
1975 in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

David Shields:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Shadow on
the White House: Presidents and the Vietnam War, 1945-1975 provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Curt Stewart:

Beside this Shadow on the White House: Presidents and the Vietnam War, 1945-1975 in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Shadow on the White House: Presidents and the Vietnam War, 1945-1975
because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what
it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable



agreement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss this? Find this book along with read it from today!
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