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The two hundred letters which from the colorful mosaic of this story of the Cherokee tell for the first time, in
the Indian’s own words, of more than forty years in the history of the old Cherokee Nation. These |etters,
found in three great trunks in Oklahoma by Edward Everett Dale, and here brought together, in collaboration
with Gaston Litton, in sequence and with the necessary annotation to make a connected story, are the
correspondence of the Ridge-Watie-Boudinot family, the minority leaders in the Nation.

The Cherokees, by the first decade of the nineteenth century, had made great progressin civilization. They
had a constitutional form of government under which they were to live for three-quarters of acentury in a
tiny independent republic within the confines of the United States. Not afew were well educated. They had
their own written language as evolved by Sequoyah and many had large plantations, cultivated by numerous
slaves, and lived in beautiful homes as Southern planters, in the full tradition of the Southern cavalier.

From the time of President Jefferson, however, they had been under urgent pressure to leave their traditional
homes in the deep south and seek new ones in the great unoccupied lands of the Louisiana Purchase. In 1835
the minority group, headed by the Ridge-Watie-Boudinot family, signed at New Echota, Georgia, atreaty
which provided that the entire tribe should remove to lands in Indian Territory already occupied by the
Cherokees West. This group was henceforth known as the “ Treaty Party.”

The treaty and the enforced removal three years later divided the Cherokee into two hostile factions and
paved the way for thirty years of political turmoil and bloody strife within the Nation. In these letters, which
center around the figure of the last Confederate General to surrender his sword—brigadier General Stand
Watie—istold the story of the removal, the establishment of a new nation in the West, the divided loyalties
of the tribe during the Civil War, and the tragic difficulties of the reconstruction. The picture is not alone that
of life within the Nation. E. C. Boudinot, the Cherokee delegate to the Confederate congress, writes of war-
torn Richmond during the Civil War. John Rollin Ridge, the poet and journalist, and severa others who
followed the Gold Rush to Californiatell of the mining camps during the days of forty-nine. General Albert
Pike's official correspondence with General Watie is revealed.

Asonly personal letters can reveal, herein intimacy are the lives and thoughts, the loves and hates, the
philosophies and ambitions of these proud cavaliers of Cherokee blood. This book will be arevelation to
those who have thought of this branch of Indian race as barbarous or semi-civilized.
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From reader reviews:
Mack Washburn:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Cherokee Cavaliers: Forty Y ears of Cherokee History astold in the
Correspondence of the Ridge-Watie-Boudinot Family (The Civilization of the American Indian Series). Try
to face the book Cherokee Cavaliers: Forty Y ears of Cherokee History astold in the Correspondence of the
Ridge-Watie-Boudinot Family (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) as your close friend. It
means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So, let us make new experience as well as knowledge
with this book.

Henry Taylor:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Cherokee Cavaliers: Forty Y ears of
Cherokee History astold in the Correspondence of the Ridge-Watie-Boudinot Family (The Civilization of
the American Indian Series) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still hesitation
Cherokee Cavdliers. Forty Y ears of Cherokee History astold in the Correspondence of the Ridge-Watie-
Boudinot Family (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you
still needing one more sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so
why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Ronald Griffin:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
than can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more
time to be read. Cherokee Cavaliers. Forty Y ears of Cherokee History astold in the Correspondence of the
Ridge-Watie-Boudinot Family (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

Cynthia Barksdale:

Aswe know that book isvital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is apair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every



year had been exactly added. This book Cherokee Cavaliers. Forty Y ears of Cherokee History astold in the
Correspondence of the Ridge-Watie-Boudinot Family (The Civilization of the American Indian Series) was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book which
you wanted.
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