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The Hours of Louis XII is the stunning prayer book that Jean Bourdichon painted for the king of France,
mostly likely on the occasion of his coronation in 1498. Bourdichon was the court painter to four successive
French kings, including Louis and his predecessor, Charles VIII. The manuscript was originally illuminated
with twelve large calendar miniatures and two dozen full-page miniatures, but by the seventeenth century the
Hours of Louis XII had been dismembered so that the large miniatures could be enjoyed separately as
individual paintings. In recent years sixteen of these images have been located, including the portrait of the
king that served as the book's frontispiece. This catalogue, which accompanies an exhibition at the J. Paul
Getty Museum, to be held October 18, 2005-January 8, 2006, publishes the paintings together for the first
time, along with a selection of other books illuminated by the artist, by his teacher Jean Fouquet, and by their
contemporaries.
Janet Backhouse, who originally assembled the evidence attesting to the existence of this long-forgotten
masterpiece, introduces the book and its cycle of miniatures. Thomas Kren considers the book's provocative
miniature of Bathsheba bathing within the context of the king's own taste and predilections and within the
emerging genre of the female nude in French painting. Nancy Turner examines the important evidence of the
painter/illuminator Bourdichon's technique in the Hours of Louis XII in relation to his other work and that of
Jean Fouquet. Mark Evans examines the individual histories of each of the surviving portions of the
manuscript to reconstruct their peregrinations and to weigh the evidence of the book's place in the history of
collecting single illuminated leaves. Lastly, an appendix presents a reconstruction of the book's devotional
contents and program of illumination.
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From reader reviews:

Estella Powell:

The book A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book
A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII being your habit, you can get more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can know everything
if you like available and read a publication A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Milton Hill:

The actual book A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII has a lot associated with on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you will get
the point easily after reading this book.

Michael Hansen:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get before. The A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The Hours of Louis XII giving you yet
another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life
in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Frank Foushee:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The
Hours of Louis XII book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism A Masterpiece Reconstructed: The
Hours of Louis XII as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is one publication
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.
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