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When the Supreme Court struck down Colorado's Amendment 2—which would have nullified all state and
local laws protecting gays and lesbians from discrimination—it was widely regarded as a victory for gay
rights. Yet many gays and lesbians still risk losing their jobs, custody of their children, and even their liberty
under the law. Using the Colorado initiative as his focus, Gerstmann untangles the complex standards and
subtle rhetoric the Supreme Court uses to apply the equal protection clause.

The Court divides people into legal classes that receive varying levels of protection; gays and lesbians and
other groups, such as the elderly and the poor, receive the least. Gerstmann reveals how these standards are
used to favor certain groups over others, and also how Amendment 2 advocates used the Court's doctrine to
convince voters that gays and lesbians were seeking "special rights" in Colorado.

Concluding with a call for wholesale reform of equal-protection jurisprudence, this book is essential reading
for anyone interested in fair, coherent, and truly equal protection under the law.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

The Constitutional Underclass: Gays, Lesbians, and the Failure of Class-Based Equal Protection can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement
in writing The Constitutional Underclass: Gays, Lesbians, and the Failure of Class-Based Equal Protection
nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial imagining.

Alberto Redden:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Constitutional Underclass: Gays,
Lesbians, and the Failure of Class-Based Equal Protection reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with
good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still
question The Constitutional Underclass: Gays, Lesbians, and the Failure of Class-Based Equal Protection as
good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate
book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

David Wysocki:

Beside this kind of The Constitutional Underclass: Gays, Lesbians, and the Failure of Class-Based Equal
Protection in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if
you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Constitutional
Underclass: Gays, Lesbians, and the Failure of Class-Based Equal Protection because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come
on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

John Rivera:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually The Constitutional Underclass: Gays, Lesbians, and the Failure of



Class-Based Equal Protection. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can get many advantages.
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