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A smart, lively history of the Internet free culture movement and its larger effects on society—and the life
and shocking suicide of Aaron Swartz, a founding developer of Reddit and Creative Commons—from Slate
correspondent Justin Peters.

Aaron Swartz was a zealous young advocate for the free exchange of information and creative content
online. He committed suicide in 2013 after being indicted by the government for illegally downloading
millions of academic articles from a nonprofit online database. From the age of fifteen, when Swartz, a
computer prodigy, worked with Lawrence Lessig to launch Creative Commons, to his years as a fighter for
copyright reform and open information, to his work leading the protests against the Stop Online Piracy Act
(SOPA), to his posthumous status as a cultural icon, Swartz’s life was inextricably connected to the free
culture movement. Now Justin Peters examines Swartz’s life in the context of 200 years of struggle over the
control of information.

In vivid, accessible prose, The Idealist situates Swartz in the context of other "data moralists" past and
present, from lexicographer Noah Webster to ebook pioneer Michael Hart to NSA whistleblower Edward
Snowden. In the process, the book explores the history of copyright statutes and the public domain; examines
archivists’ ongoing quest to build the “library of the future”; and charts the rise of open access, copyleft, and
other ideologies that have come to challenge protectionist IP policies. Peters also breaks down the
government’s case against Swartz and explains how we reached the point where federally funded academic
research came to be considered private property, and downloading that material in bulk came to be
considered a federal crime.

The Idealist is an important investigation of the fate of the digital commons in an increasingly corporatized
Internet, and an essential look at the impact of the free culture movement on our daily lives and on
generations to come.
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From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on
the Internet will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Mary Molinari:

The book The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book The Idealist:
Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with the book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world
by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Leigh Harris:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of
Free Culture on the Internet, you can enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still need to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Vincent Mickens:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the
Internet or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book,
any other book likes The Idealist: Aaron Swartz and the Rise of Free Culture on the Internet to make your
spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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