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In the courtrooms of seventeenth-century Russia, the great majority of those accused of witchcraft were
male, in sharp contrast to the profile of accused witches across Catholic and Protestant Europe in the same
period. While European courts targeted and executed overwhelmingly female suspects, often on charges of
compacting with the devil, the tsars' courts vigorously pursued men and some women accused of practicing
more down-to-earth magic, using poetic spells and home-grown potions. Instead of Satanism or heresy, the
primary concern in witchcraft testimony in Russia involved efforts to use magic to subvert, mitigate, or
avenge the harsh conditions of patriarchy, serfdom, and social hierarchy.

Broadly comparative and richly illustrated with color plates, Desperate Magic places the trials of witches in
the context of early modern Russian law, religion, and society. Piecing together evidence from trial records
to illuminate some of the central puzzles of Muscovite history, Kivelson explores the interplay among the
testimony of accusers, the leading questions of the interrogators, and the confessions of the accused.
Assembled, they create a picture of a shared moral vision of the world that crossed social divides. Because of
the routine use of torture in extracting and shaping confessions, Kivelson addresses methodological and
ideological questions about the Muscovite courts' equation of pain and truth, questions with continuing
resonance in the world today. Within a moral economy that paired unquestioned hierarchical inequities with
expectations of reciprocity, magic and suspicions of magic emerged where those expectations were most
egregiously violated.

Witchcraft in Russia surfaces as one of the ways that oppression was contested by ordinary people
scrambling to survive in a fiercely inequitable world. Masters and slaves, husbands and wives, and officers
and soldiers alike believed there should be limits to exploitation and saw magic deployed at the junctures
where hierarchical order veered into violent excess.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

This Desperate Magic: The Moral Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century Russia book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This Desperate Magic: The Moral Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century
Russia without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Desperate Magic: The Moral Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century Russia can
bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Desperate Magic: The Moral Economy of Witchcraft in
Seventeenth-Century Russia having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested
in reading.

Patricia Vasquez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Desperate Magic: The Moral
Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century Russia is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Gail Kernan:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book in which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Desperate Magic: The Moral
Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century Russia is kind of reserve which is giving the reader
unforeseen experience.

Walter Knight:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This e-book Desperate Magic: The Moral Economy of Witchcraft in Seventeenth-Century
Russia was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to



get book which you wanted.
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