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Four major principles underlie current U.S. policy on permanent immigration: the reunification of families,
the admission of immigrants with needed skills, the protection of refugees, and the diversity of admissions
by country of origin. These principles are embodied in the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). The INA
specifies a complex set of numerical limits and preference categories that give priorities for permanent
immigration reflecting these principles. Legal permanent residents (LPRs) refer to foreign nationals who live
permanently in the United States.

During FY2009, a total of 1.1 million aliens became LPRs in the United States. Of this total, 66.1% entered
on the basis of family ties. Other major categories in FY2009 were employment- based LPRs (including
spouses and children) at 12.7%, and refugees/asylees adjusting to LPR status at 15.7%. About 14.6 of all
LPRs come from Mexico, which sent 164,920 LPRs in FY2009.

Substantial efforts to reform legal immigration have failed in the recent past, prompting some to characterize
the issue as a “zero-sum game” or a “third rail.” The challenge inherent in reforming legal immigration is
balancing employers’ hopes to increase the supply of legally present foreign workers, families’ longing to re-
unite and live together, and a widely shared wish among the various stakeholders to improve the policies
governing legal immigration into the country. Whether the Congress will act to alter immigration
policies—either in the form of comprehensive immigration reform or in the form of incremental revisions
aimed at strategic changes—is at the crux of the debate. Addressing these contentious policy reforms against
the backdrop of high unemployment sharpens the social and business cleavages and may narrow the range of
options.

Even as U.S. unemployment levels remain high, employers assert that they continue to need the “best and the
brightest” workers, regardless of their country of birth, to remain competitive in a worldwide market and to
keep their firms in the United States. While support for the option of increasing employment-based
immigration may be dampened by the level of unemployment, proponents argue it is an essential ingredient
for economic growth. Other possible options are to admit LPRs on the basis of a point system comprised of
education and needed skills or to establish a independent agency or commission that would set the levels and
types of employment- based immigrants.

Proponents of family-based migration alternatively point to the significant backlogs in family based
immigration due to the sheer volume of aliens eligible to immigrate to the United States and maintain that
any proposal to increase immigration levels should also include the option of family-based backlog
reduction. Citizens and LPRs often wait years for their relatives’ petitions to be processed and visa numbers
to become available. Possible options include treating the immediate relatives of LPRs as immediate
relatives of U.S. citizens are treated under the INA, i.e., not held to numerical limits or per-country ceilings.

Against these competing priorities for increased immigration are those who offer options to scale back
immigration levels, with options ranging from limiting family-based LPRs to the immediate relatives of U.S.
citizens to confining employment-based LPRs exceptional, extraordinary, or outstanding individuals.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept U.S.
Immigration Policy on Permanent Admissions suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer
in this era. Typically the book untitled U.S. Immigration Policy on Permanent Admissionsis the main one of
several books this everyone read now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world with this book.

Glenn Hancock:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love U.S. Immigration Policy on
Permanent Admissions, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.

Hazel Freese:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just telling lies
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This U.S. Immigration Policy on Permanent Admissions
can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Marlon Taylor:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this U.S. Immigration Policy on Permanent Admissions can make you feel more
interested to read.
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