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Unoriginal Misunderstanding revisits American traditions of press freedom that underlie the First
Amendment. Author Kenneth Shear collects source material, overlooked in previous histories, demonstrating
that Americans sought broad protection of press freedom in the late 1700's, culminating in adoption of the
press freedom guarantee.

Shear's work connects today's broad First Amendment law with its roots in early America. It's especially
timely, because in the legal arena leading "originalists" (including U.S. Supreme Court Justice Antonin
Scalia) have argued for confining legal standards of press freedom to a narrower "original meaning". Shear
shows how these "originalists" have misunderstood history and overlooked the actual origins of the First
Amendment in deep American traditions of expansive press freedom.

"After reading the monograph, you will never look at the phrase "original understanding" the same way....
UNORIGINAL MISUNDERSTANDING will be an insightful companion to any intellectual debate about
whether press freedom should be narrowed by judges and scholars who have misunderstood the origins of
the First Amendment. Finally, this monograph will serve as a practical guide for anyone seeking to find
support for an expansive interpretation for freedom of the press." - Law and Politics Book Review

"[E]very reader should come away impressed by the range of materials Shear has unearthed that support the
notion that eighteenth-century Americans embraced expansive notions of freedom of the press." - Prof.
Richard Buel, Jr. (author of Securing the Revolution)

"Shear ... arrays a formidable group of writings by lawyers, ministers, and journalists during and after the
revolution concerning press freedoms." - Prof. Alfred W. Blumrosen (Author of Slave Nation)
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for us to
understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading whatever they
acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like looking at a book?
Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you'll
have this Unoriginal Misunderstanding - Press Freedom in Early America and Interpretation of the First
Amendment.

Thersa Davenport:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question simply because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that Unoriginal
Misunderstanding - Press Freedom in Early America and Interpretation of the First Amendment to read.

Ryan Young:

You may spend your free time to see this book this reserve. This Unoriginal Misunderstanding - Press
Freedom in Early America and Interpretation of the First Amendment is simple to develop you can read it in
the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Michael Anderson:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Unoriginal Misunderstanding - Press Freedom in Early America and Interpretation of the First
Amendment. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It
can bring you from one destination to other place.
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