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Best known during the Middle Ages as the prostitute who became a faithful follower of Christ, Mary
Magdalen was the most beloved female saint after the Virgin Mary. Why the Magdalen became so popular,
what meanings she conveyed, and how her story evolved over the centuries are the focus of this compelling
exploration of late medieval religious culture. Analyzing previously unpublished sermons, Katherine Jansen
uses the lens of medieval preaching to examine the mendicant friars' transformation of Mary Magdalen, a
shadowy gospel figure, into an emblem of action and contemplation, a symbol of vanity and lust, a model of
perfect penance, and the embodiment of hope and salvation. She draws on diverse historical sources to reveal
the laity's devotion to Mary Magdalen, which departed significantly from the friars' image of the saint,
signaling a major development in popular religious practice and personal piety. Finally, the author
comprehensively addresses the question of the House of Anjou's alliance with the Magdalen, and illuminates
the relationship between politics and sanctity in southern France and Italy.

Jansen shows how perceptions of the Magdalen merged with errors and misunderstandings to shape the
social, spiritual, and political agendas of the later Middle Ages. She brings to life the rich complexity of
medieval culture, which condemned female sexuality and women's preaching and yet popularized the
veneration of Mary Magdalen as a former prostitute chosen by Christ to be the "apostle of the apostles," the
first to witness and preach the Good News of the Resurrection.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Chandler:

Within other case, little persons like to read book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular
Devotion in the Later Middle Ages.. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important a book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the
Later Middle Ages.. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
can open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Mary Banks:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and
Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages. will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence
if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best
book or suited book with you?

Thomas Rice:

The book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages. can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we
leave a very important thing like a book The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in
the Later Middle Ages.? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book
can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Making
of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages. has simple shape however you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open and
read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Naomi Dillon:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your



sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their talent in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write for their book. One of them is
this The Making of the Magdalen: Preaching and Popular Devotion in the Later Middle Ages..
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