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In the years between the Harlem Renaissance and World War II, African American playwrights gave birth to
a vital black theater movement in the U.S. It was a movement overwhelmingly concerned with the role of
religion in black identity. In a time of profound social transformation fueled by a massive migration from the
rural south to the urban industrial centers of the north, scripts penned by dozens of black playwrights
reflected cultural tensions, often rooted in class, that revealed competing conceptions of religion's role in the
formation of racial identity. Black playwrights pointed in quite different ways toward approaches to church,
scripture, belief, and ritual that they deemed beneficial to the advancement of the race. Their plays were
important not only in mirroring theological reflection of the time, but in helping to shape African American
thought about religion in black communities. The religious themes of these plays were in effect arguments
about the place of religion in African American lives. In Staging Faith, Craig R. Prentiss illuminates the
creative strategies playwrights used to grapple with religion. With a lively and engaging style, the volume
brings long forgotten plays to life as it chronicles the cultural and religious fissures that marked early
twentieth century African American society. Craig R. Prentiss is Professor of Religious Studies at Rockhurst
University in Kansas City, Missouri. He is the editor of Religion and the Creation of Race and Ethnicity: An
Introduction (New York University Press, 2003).
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From reader reviews:

Madelyn McDowell:

The book Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War
II can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the great thing like a book Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the
Harlem Renaissance to World War II? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Staging Faith:
Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Alison Caulfield:

Here thing why this specific Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem
Renaissance to World War II are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Staging Faith:
Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar
with Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War II. It
gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world
which is probably can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or
even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the
form of Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem Renaissance to World War
II in e-book can be your alternative.

Delores Keener:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from
the Harlem Renaissance to World War II can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Thomas Towne:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but also novel and Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the
Harlem Renaissance to World War II or even others sources were given information for you. After you know



how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Staging Faith: Religion and African American Theater from the Harlem
Renaissance to World War II to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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