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For a British Empire that stretched across much of the globe at the start of the nineteenth century, the
interiors of Africa and Australia remained intriguing mysteries. The challenge of opening these continents to
imperial influence fell to a proto-professional coterie of determined explorers. They sought knowledge,
adventure, and fame, but often experienced confusion, fear, and failure. The Last Blank Spaces follows the
arc of these explorations, from idea to practice, from intention to outcome, from myth to reality.

Those who conducted the hundreds of expeditions that probed Africa and Australia in the nineteenth century
adopted a mode of scientific investigation that had been developed by previous generations of seaborne
explorers. They likened the two continents to oceans, empty spaces that could be made truly knowable only
by mapping, measuring, observing, and preserving. They found, however, that their survival and success
depended less on this system of universal knowledge than it did on the local knowledge possessed by native
peoples.

While explorers sought to advance the interests of Britain and its emigrant communities, Dane Kennedy
discovers a more complex outcome: expeditions that failed ignominiously, explorers whose loyalties proved
ambivalent or divided, and, above all, local states and peoples who diverted expeditions to serve their own
purposes. The collisions, and occasional convergences, between British and indigenous values, interests, and
modes of knowing the world are brought to the fore in this fresh and engaging study.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Last Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia
ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information.
It is rather advantages for you. The e-book The Last Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia is not
only giving you considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book The Last
Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Whitney Mallard:

This The Last Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia book is simply not ordinary book, you have
after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information
you will get. This The Last Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia without we comprehend teach the
one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Last Blank
Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Last
Blank Spaces: Exploring Africa and Australia having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Adrian White:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Last Blank Spaces:
Exploring Africa and Australia is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Katherine Clark:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Last Blank Spaces: Exploring



Africa and Australia as your daily resource information.
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