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Shadow Tribe offers the first in-depth history of the Pacific Northwest’s Columbia River Indians -- the
defiant River People whose ancestors refused to settle on the reservations established for them in central
Oregon and Washington. Largely overlooked in traditional accounts of tribal dispossession and confinement,
their story illuminates the persistence of off-reservation Native communities and the fluidity of their
identities over time. Cast in the imperfect light of federal policy and dimly perceived by non-Indian eyes, the
flickering presence of the Columbia River Indians has followed the treaty tribes down the difficult path
marked out by the forces of American colonization.

Based on more than a decade of archival research and conversations with Native people, Andrew Fisher’s
groundbreaking book traces the waxing and waning of Columbia River Indian identity from the mid-
nineteenth through the late twentieth centuries. Fisher explains how, despite policies designed to destroy
them, the shared experience of being off the reservation and at odds with recognized tribes forged far-flung
river communities into a loose confederation called the Columbia River Tribe. Environmental changes and
political pressures eroded their autonomy during the second half of the twentieth century, yet many River
People continued to honor a common heritage of ancestral connection to the Columbia, resistance to the
reservation system, devotion to cultural traditions, and detachment from the institutions of federal control
and tribal governance. At times, their independent and uncompromising attitude has challenged the
sovereignty of the recognized tribes, earning Columbia River Indians a reputation as radicals and
troublemakers even among their own people.

Shadow Tribe is part of a new wave of historical scholarship that shows Native American identities to be
socially constructed, layered, and contested rather than fixed, singular, and unchanging. From his vantage
point on the Columbia, Fisher has written a pioneering study that uses regional history to broaden our
understanding of how Indians thwarted efforts to confine and define their existence within narrow
reservation boundaries.
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From reader reviews:

Eunice Bourque:

What do you about book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that
question mainly because just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Shadow Tribe: The
Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and
Biography) to read.

Gregory Sims:

The experience that you get from Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) is the more deep you looking the information
that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to
know but Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick Book
Series in Western History and Biography) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author
of this reserve is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest
you for having this particular Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) instantly.

Margaret Walker:

The book untitled Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick
Book Series in Western History and Biography) is the publication that recommended to you to read. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and
Kathleen Sick Book Series in Western History and Biography) from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.

Brenda Evans:

The book untitled Shadow Tribe: The Making of Columbia River Indian Identity (Emil and Kathleen Sick
Book Series in Western History and Biography) contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her
idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you



can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new era of
literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so
you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice examine.
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