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Equal opportunity in the workplace is thought to be the direct legacy of the civil rights and feminist
movements and the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964. Y et, as Frank Dobbin demonstrates, corporate
personnel experts--not Congress or the courts--were the ones who determined what equal opportunity meant
in practice, designing changesin how employers hire, promote, and fire workers, and ultimately defining
what discrimination is, and is not, in the American imagination.

Dobbin shows how Congress and the courts merely endorsed programs devised by corporate personnel. He
traces how the first measures were adopted by military contractors worried that the Kennedy administration
would cancel their contractsif they didn't take "affirmative action" to end discrimination. These measures
built on existing personnel programs, many designed to prevent bias against unionists. Dobbin follows the
changesin the law as personnel experts invented one wave after another of equal opportunity programs. He
examines how corporate personnel formalized hiring and promotion practices in the 1970s to eradicate bias
by managers; how in the 1980s they answered Ronald Reagan's threat to end affirmative action by recasting
their efforts as diversity-management programs; and how the growing presence of women in the newly
named human resources profession has contributed to afocus on sexual harassment and work/life issues.

Inventing Equal Opportunity reveals how the personnel profession devised--and ultimately transformed--our
understanding of discrimination.
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From reader reviews:
WilmaHines;

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Inventing Equal Opportunity.

Rafael Runyan:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book Inventing Equal Opportunity will make you to
be smarter. Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suitable book with you?

Margarita Toman:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Inventing Equal Opportunity is
our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in
thisera

Robert Ford:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By the book Inventing Equal Opportunity we can acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? For being creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that suited with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Inventing Equal Opportunity. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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