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The black-white divide has long haunted the United States as a driving force behind social inequality. Yet,
the civil rights movement, the increase in immigration, and the restructuring of the economy in favor of the
rich over the last several decades have begun to alter the contours of inequality. Spheres of Influence, co-
authored by noted social scientists Douglas S. Massey and Stefanie Brodmann, presents a rigorous new study
of the intersections of racial and class disparities today. Massey and Brodmann argue that despite the
persistence of potent racial inequality, class effects are drastically transforming social stratification in
America.

This data-intensive volume examines the differences in access to material, symbolic, and emotional
resources across major racial groups. The authors find that the effects of racial inequality are exacerbated by
the class differences within racial groups. For example, when measuring family incomes solely according to
race, Massey and Brodmann found that black families’ average income measured $28,400, compared to
Hispanic families’ $35,200. But this gap was amplified significantly when class differences within each
group were taken into account. With class factored in, inequality across blacks’ and Hispanics’ family
incomes increased by a factor of almost four, with lower class black families earning an average income of
only $9,300 compared to $97,000 for upper class Hispanics. Massey and Brodmann found similar
interactions between class and racial effects on the distribution of symbolic resources, such as occupational
status, and emotional resources, such as the presence of a biological father—across racial groups. Although
there are racial differences in each group’s access to these resources, like income, these disparities are even
more pronounced once class is factored in.

The complex interactions between race and class are apparent in other social spheres, such as health and
education. In looking at health disparities across groups, Massey and Brodmann observed no single class
effect on the propensity to smoke cigarettes. Among whites, cigarette smoking declined with rising class
standing, whereas among Hispanics it increased as class rose. Among Asians and blacks, there was no class
difference at all. Similarly, the authors found no single effect of race alone on health: Health differences
between whites, Asians, Hispanics, and blacks were small and non-significant in the upper class, but among
those in the lower class, intergroup differences were pronounced.

As Massey and Brodmann show, in the United States, a growing kaleidoscope of race-class interactions has
replaced pure racial and class disadvantages. By advancing an ecological model of human development that
considers the dynamics of race and class across multiple social spheres, Spheres of Influence sheds important
light on the factors that are currently driving inequality today.
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From reader reviews:

Noah Hansell:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Spheres of Influence:
The Social Ecology of Racial and Class Inequality. All type of book could you see on many options. You can
look for the internet sources or other social media.

Ronald Johnson:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Spheres of Influence: The Social Ecology of Racial and Class Inequality, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
reserve.

Amy Zambrano:

The book untitled Spheres of Influence: The Social Ecology of Racial and Class Inequality is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of Spheres of Influence: The Social Ecology of Racial and Class Inequality
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Janice Leon:

You may get this Spheres of Influence: The Social Ecology of Racial and Class Inequality by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties
for ones knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.
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