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Today's Tea Party activists are motivated by the same ideological desires as our nation's Founding Fathers,
argues Michael Patrick Leahy in this illuminating work of political history.

Today's political class—in both parties and at all levels of government—shows a blatant disregard for both
the letter and spirit of the U.S. Constitution. More and more Americans are fed up, and from this sweeping
sense of discontent and anger the Tea Party movement has emerged, revitalizing the spirit of constitutionalist
activism in the conservative world.

According to author and Tea Party activist Michael Patrick Leahy, a similar lack of accountability ignited
our nation's Founding Fathers, and they were motivated by the same ideological desires: to constitutionally
limit government, ensure fiscal responsibility, and defend individual liberty. These imperatives were at the
heart of what he calls a "covenant of liberty," which undergirds our written Constitution. Leahy traces these
ideas to the libertarian traditions of the English Civil War. He explains why they were on the minds of
Americans at the birth of the republic, and how they passed down largely intact from generation to
generation, were broken by a corrupted political class, and have been rediscovered by the modern Tea Party
movement.

According to Leahy, the American constitutional covenant consists of four unwritten promises that most
citizens continue to regard as crucial to our government's legitimacy. The story of how this covenant evolved
and how its fundamental promises were broken forms the core of this unique and original work of political
history.

As Leahy shows, the first promise—to abide by the written words of the Constitution—was broken before
the ink was dry on the nation's founding documents. The second—to refrain from interfering in private
economic matters—was broken by the Republican Party in the 1860s. The third—to honor the customs,
traditions, and principles that made up the "fiscal constitution"—was broken by Herbert Hoover 143 years
after the establishment of our republic, a sad rupture conducted on an even grander scale by his successors,
beginning with Franklin Roosevelt and continuing through the administration of Barack Obama.

The breaking of these promises greatly accelerated the natural tendency of governments to centralize and
consolidate power at the expense of individual liberty. Had not the fourth and final promise—that members
of the legislative branch would exercise thoughtful deliberation while giving respectful consideration to the
views of their constituents—been broken in such a disdainful and audacious manner in early 2009, the
grassroots activists who came to make up the Tea Party would never have been impelled to take action.

Drawing on his personal experience as the organizer of the online conservative community that launched the
Tea Party movement in February 2009, Leahy documents how the timeless principles of American
constitutionalism have been used to grow one of the most active and influential movements in American
history.
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological
Origins of the Tea Party Movement will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suited book with you?

Gail Tate:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a person
is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the
Tea Party Movement is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

David Creason:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Covenant of Liberty: The
Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Covenant of
Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party Movement become your current starter.

Daniel Hutchison:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Covenant of Liberty: The Ideological Origins of the Tea Party
Movement was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you
wanted.
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