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Trevor Cribben Merrill offers a bold reassessment of Milan Kundera's place in the contemporary canon.
Harold Bloom and others have dismissed the Franco-Czech author as a maker of "period pieces' that lost
currency once the Berlin Wall fell. Merrill refutes this view, revealing a previously unexplored dimension of
Kunderas fiction. Building on theorist René Girard's notion of "triangular desire," he shows that modern
classics such as The Unbearable Lightness of Being and The Book of Laughter and Forgetting display a
counterintuitive-and bitterly funny-understanding of human attraction.

Most works of fiction (and most movies, too) depict passionate feelings as deeply authentic and spontaneous.
Kundera's novels and short stories overturn this romantic dogma. A pounding heart and sweaty palms could
mean that we have found "the One" at last-or they could attest to the influence of a model whose desires we
are unconsciously borrowing: our amorous predilections may owe less to personal taste or physical
chemistry than they do to imitative desire.

At once a comprehensive survey of Kundera's novels and awitty introduction to Girard's mimetic theory,
The Book of Imitation and Desire challenges our assumptions about human motive and renews our
understanding of amajor contemporary author.
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From reader reviews:
Gary Glover:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan Kundera with
Rene Girard. Try to make book The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan Kundera with Rene Girard
asyour close friend. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes you considerably
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Steven Bourg:

The guide with title The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan Kundera with Rene Girard posesses a
lot of information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of advantage after read this book. This book exist
new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. Thiskind of book will bring you within
new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Kim Adams;

This The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan Kundera with Rene Girard is great book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can claim
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole datain it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful
delivering sentences. Having The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan Kunderawith Rene Girard in
your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-
book that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this reserve already do that. So , thisis good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

April Harry:

Beside thiskind of The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan Kundera with Rene Girard in your
phone, it can give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the
knowledge you will got hereis fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people
livein narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Book of Imitation and Desire: Reading Milan
Kunderawith Rene Girard because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book
but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this within



your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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