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In 1877, Chief Standing Bear's Ponca Indian tribe was forcibly removed from their Nebraska homeland and
marched to what was then known as Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), in what became the tribe's own Trail
of Tears. "I Am a Man" chronicles what happened when Standing Bear set off on a six-hundred-mile walk to
return the body of his only son to their traditional burial ground. Along the way, it examines the complex
relationship between the United States government and the small, peaceful tribe and the legal consequences
of land swaps and broken treaties, while never losing sight of the heartbreaking journey the Ponca endured. It
is a story of survival---of a people left for dead who arose from the ashes of injustice, disease, neglect,
starvation, humiliation, and termination. On another level, it is a story of life and death, despair and fortitude,
freedom and patriotism. A story of Christian kindness and bureaucratic evil. And it is a story of hope---of a
people still among us today, painstakingly preserving a cultural identity that had sustained them for centuries
before their encounter with Lewis and Clark in the fall of 1804.

Before it ends, Standing Bear's long journey home also explores fundamental issues of citizenship,
constitutional protection, cultural identity, and the nature of democracy---issues that continue to resonate
loudly in twenty-first-century America. It is a story that questions whether native sovereignty, tribal-based
societies, and cultural survival are compatible with American democracy. Standing Bear successfully used
habeas corpus, the only liberty included in the original text of the Constitution, to gain access to a federal
court and ultimately his freedom. This account aptly illuminates how the nation's delicate system of checks
and balances worked almost exactly as the Founding Fathers envisioned, a system arguably out of whack and
under siege today.

Joe Starita's well-researched and insightful account reads like historical fiction as his careful
characterizations and vivid descriptions bring this piece of American history brilliantly to life.
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From reader reviews:

John Folsom:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific "I Am a
Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Alice Bowers:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice.

Teresa Hanson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving "I Am a Man": Chief
Standing Bear's Journey for Justice that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you are able to pick "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice
become your own personal starter.

Amanda Garcia:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top listing in your reading list will be "I Am a Man": Chief Standing Bear's Journey for Justice. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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