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Though drug use was widespread in the nineteenth century, the negative influence of narcotics was mostly
unknown. Cinema of the early twentieth century was instrumental in making viewers aware of the harmful
effects of drugs. Throughout the decades, images of drugs such as marijuana, LSD, and heroin in films
impacted—both negatively and positively—the national perception of their use. In fact, the use, popularity,
and opinion of certain drugs often follow their status on the big screen.

In Hooked in Film, John Markert takes a close look at the correlation between social policies and the public
view of drugs and their portrayals in film. In this volume, Markert examines the changing social attitudes
toward illegal drugs and their cinematic depictions from as early as the 1894 film Chinese Opium Den to the
present. The first section of this book focuses on the demonization of drugs between 1900 and 1959,
followed by an assessment of marijuana on the big screen after 1960, when the drug was shown as part of
everyday life with no serious consequences. Post-1960 depictions of heroin use, which have remained
consistently negative, are also analyzed. Markert then takes a close look at the portrayals of powdered
cocaine after the 1960s and the emergence of crack in the mid-1980s. Finally, Markert discusses
hallucinogens, Ecstasy, and methamphetamines and their roles on the big screen.

Tracking hundreds of films spanning more than a century, Hooked in Film looks at camp classics like Reefer
Madness, comedies such as Cheech and Chong’s Up in Smoke, Dazed and Confused, and Pineapple Express,
and dramas, including Panic in Needle Park and Requiem for a Dream. Scholars and students of cinema,
popular culture, media studies, and sociology will find this book a valuable examination of how cinematic
portrayals of drugs have changed over time, and how those images have influenced public perception of
drugs and even public policy.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

This book untitled Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen to be one of several books which
best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Anh Huckaby:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big
Screen can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book you have issue that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Hooked in Film:
Substance Abuse on the Big Screen.

Dorothy Stanek:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known
as of book Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen. You can add your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.

Richard Taylor:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big
Screen to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside
that the book Hooked in Film: Substance Abuse on the Big Screen can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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