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Finding a precious object - a gem, a ring or a coin - inside the belly of a fish is a favorite motif in western
literatures that can be traced back to the Greek historian Herodotus. In Herodotus’ account of the rise and fall
of the tyrant Polycrates of Samos, the hero cast his beloved ring, his «most precious possession», into the sea
in order to appease or fend off the gods’ envy of his unstoppable successes, but was ultimately disappointed
to discover that same ring inside a serving of fish that was placed before him to eat, thereby signaling the
beginning of his tragic downfall. The Most Precious Possession: The Ring of Polycrates in Ancient Religious
Narratives examines variations on this motif as they appear in ancient religious texts, including the Gospel of
Matthew, Jewish Midrash and Talmud, and Augustine’s City of God. It explores how the theme functions in
relation to the authors’ respective religious outlooks and literary objectives and what we can learn from these
examples about the processes of transmission, interaction and cultural adaptation that occurred among the
diverse religious communities of the ancient Mediterranean basin.
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From reader reviews:

Lavonne Ouellette:

This book untitled The Most Precious Possession: The Ring of Polycrates in Ancient Religious Narratives
(American University Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book
shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to
you to past this guide from your list.

Karen Wilson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Most Precious Possession: The Ring of Polycrates in
Ancient Religious Narratives (American University Studies) why because the great cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as
the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Eric Sanders:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only
find reserve that need more time to be learn. The Most Precious Possession: The Ring of Polycrates in
Ancient Religious Narratives (American University Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Christine Emmons:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news.
In this particular modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The Most Precious Possession: The Ring of Polycrates in Ancient Religious
Narratives (American University Studies) when you essential it?
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