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Playing God discusses the genre of rituals known as the 'Teyyam extent' in the North Malabar region of
Kerala State, India. In this elaborately costumed ritual, practitioners invoke the spirit of a deity into
themselves which constitutes a splendid theophany in which, when the ritual process is over, the devotees are
able to talk to the "god" and invoke his/her blessings and predictions of their future. This book concentrates
on the cult of the Muttappan duo of gods, the most popular among the Teyyams of North Malabar. The
Muttappan cult, though originating from worship of a forest god by tribal groups and untouchables of the hill
districts of North Malabar, is now widely popular beyond Kerala, attracting worshippers from all castes and
regions of South India. Playing God analyses the mythology and ritual praxis of the Muttappan cult and
examines the attempts to integrate the cult into a wider Hinduism by enunciation of a new hermeneutic of the
legend and rituals based on the Hindu Advaitic tradition. The book also discusses how the Teyyam ritual
contrasts significantly with rituals and worship in Brahminical Hinduism. The popularity of the cult is a
reflection of the changing relationships between castes in Kerala, involving a closer symbiosis and reflecting
the urge by the untouchable groups of Kerala to gain a higher standing and acceptance in Keralan Hindu
society. The rituals are rich in theological significance and symbolism, and have links to the performing arts
of Kerala such as Kathakali and Ottam Tullal.
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From reader reviews:

Gale Velez:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan
Cult of North Malabar is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Tammie Jackson:

Precisely why? Because this Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with
the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were
being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Hector Medlin:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be go through. Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar can be
your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Luis Hahn:

You can find this Playing God: Belief and Ritual in the Muttappan Cult of North Malabar by visit the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but can
you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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