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In the first half of the twentieth century, Americans' intense concern with sex crimes against children led to a
wave of public discussion, legislative action, and criminal prosecution. Stephen Robertson provides the first
large-scale, long-term study of how American criminal courts dealt with the prosecution of sexual violence
against children.

Robertson describes how the nineteenth-century approach to childhood as a single phase of innocence began
to shift at the end of the century to include several stages of childhood development, prompting reformers to
create legal categories such as statutory rape and carnal abuse to protect children. However, while ordinary
New Yorkers' involvement in the prosecution of those offenses reshaped their understandings of who was a
child and produced a new concern to establish the age of their sexual partners, their beliefs in childhood
innocence and in a concept of sexuality centered on sexual intercourse remained unchanged. As a result,
families' use of the law and jurors' decisions ultimately diminished the protection the new laws offered to
children. Robertson's study, based on the previously unexamined files of the New York County district
attorney's office, reveals the importance of child sexuality and sex crimes in twentieth-century American
culture.
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From reader reviews:

Kimberly Dyson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Crimes against
Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) book
as nice and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Melody Grissom:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and
Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) can give you a lot of friends because
by you checking out this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an
interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We should have Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in
New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History).

Clorinda Combs:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal
Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) or even others sources were given
information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Crimes against Children: Sexual
Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History) to make your spare
time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Jason Caldwell:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those books have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the
book Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York City, 1880-1960 (Studies in
Legal History) we can have more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must



prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to
change your life by this book Crimes against Children: Sexual Violence and Legal Culture in New York
City, 1880-1960 (Studies in Legal History). You can more desirable than now.
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