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A generation ago, scholars saw interest groups as the single most important element in the American political
system. Today, political scientists are more likely to see groups as a marginal influence compared to
institutions such as Congress, the presidency, and the judiciary. Frank Baumgartner and Beth Leech show
that scholars have veered from one extreme to another not because of changes in the political system, but
because of changes in political science. They review hundreds of books and articles about interest groups
from the 1940s to today; examine the methodological and conceptual problems that have beset the field; and
suggest research strategies to return interest-group studies to a position of greater relevance.

The authors begin by explaining how the group approach to politics became dominant forty years ago in
reaction to the constitutional-legal approach that preceded it. They show how it fell into decline in the 1970s
as scholars ignored the impact of groups on government to focus on more quantifiable but narrower subjects,
such as collective-action dilemmas and the dynamics of recruitment. As a result, despite intense research
activity, we still know very little about how groups influence day-to-day governing. Baumgartner and Leech
argue that scholars need to develop a more coherent set of research questions, focus on large-scale studies,
and pay more attention to the context of group behavior. Their book will give new impetus and direction to a
field that has been in the academic wilderness too long.
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From reader reviews:

Katie Cardiel:

In other case, little persons like to read book Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics and in
Political Science. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a new book Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you
may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open
a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's read.

Effie Phillips:

The book Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem with your subject. If you can make looking at
a book Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science to be your habit, you
can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like wide open and read a publication Basic Interests: The
Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this publication?

Brianna Bell:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Basic Interests:
The Importance of Groups in Politics and in Political Science suitable to you? Typically the book was
written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups in Politics
and in Political Scienceis the one of several books this everyone read now. This particular book was inspired
a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order
to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Stacey Greene:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be Basic Interests: The Importance of Groups
in Politics and in Political Science why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the



content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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