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Racial separatism, gender discrimination, and white dominance have historically thwarted black Americans'
occupational aspirations. Access to medical education has also been limited, and mobility within the
profession, leading to unequal access to health care. There have, however, been notable triumphs. In Against
the Odds, Wilbur Watson describes successful efforts by determined individuals and small groups of black
Americans, since the early nineteenth century, to establish a strong black presence in the medical profession.
Changes in medical education and hospital management, desegregation of the medical establishment, and the
contemporary challenges of managed-care organizations all attest to their achievements.

Watson analyzes sociocultural, political, and psychological factors associated with African-American
medical practice; race and gender differences in medical education and professional development; and
doctor-patient relationships during and since the period of racial separatism. He discusses the policy
implications of physicians' viewpoints on issues such as folk practitioners as health care providers, medical
care for the poor, abortion and euthanasia, the Tuskegee syphilis experiments, and the emergence of
managed-care organizations. Through in-depth interviews with older physicians and comparative analyses of
their situated techniques of coping with racial discrimination and segregation, we gain insight into the effects
of separatism on the minds, selves, and social interactions of African-American physicians. Finally, Watson
outlines current ethics, demographic changes since desegregation, the contemporary status of black
physicians, and recent changes in the socioeconomic organization of the profession of medicine.

Against the Odds is a unique study of the history, ethnography, and social psychology of blacks in medicine.
Watson successfully debunks the myth that black physicians were less competent providers than their white
counterparts: a myth that persists to this day. First-person accounts, from periods of socially and legally
sanctioned racial separatism and the first three decades of desegregation in the United States, bring readers
closer to the physicians' lived experiences than mere social or quantitative description. This engaging
account will interest those in the fields of African-American studies, medicine, and sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Arredondo:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called
Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the United States? Maybe it is being best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can smarter than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Amos Curley:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Against the Odds: Blacks in the
Profession of Medicine in the United States will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Sandra Romero:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the United
States book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want
to provide to you. The writer of Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the United States
content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the content material but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Against the Odds:
Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the United States is not loveable to be your top collection reading
book?

Shirley Eagle:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Against the Odds: Blacks in
the Profession of Medicine in the United States that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by
reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Against the Odds: Blacks in the Profession of Medicine in the



United States become your current starter.
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