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This readable book presents a new general theoretical understanding of politeness. It offers an account of a
wide range of politeness phenomena in English, illustrated by hundreds of examples of actual language use
taken largely from authentic British and American sources. Building on his earlier pioneering work on
politeness, Geoffrey Leech takes a pragmatic approach that is based on the controversial notion that
politeness is communicative altruism. Leech's 1983 book, Principles of Pragmatics, introduced the now
widely-accepted distinction between pragmalinguistic and sociopragmatic aspects of politeness; this book
returns to the pragmalinguistic side, somewhat neglected in recent work. Drawing on neo-Gricean thinking,
Leech rejects the prevalent view that it is impossible to apply the terms 'polite' or 'impolite' to linguistic
phenomena.

Leech covers all major speech acts that are either positively or negatively associated with politeness, such as
requests, apologies, compliments, offers, criticisms, good wishes, condolences, congratulations, agreement,
and disagreement. Additional chapters deal with impoliteness and the related phenomena of irony ("mock
politeness") and banter ("mock impoliteness"), and with the role of politeness in the learning of English as a
second language. A final chapter takes a fascinating look at more than a thousand years of history of
politeness in the English language.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Graham:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you read,
if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Pragmatics of Politeness (Oxford
Studies in Sociolinguistics) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Florence Taylor:

The actual book The Pragmatics of Politeness (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) will bring you to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Pragmatics of Politeness (Oxford
Studies in Sociolinguistics) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Margaret James:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this
The Pragmatics of Politeness (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics).

Lila Costillo:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know everything
we really wish for. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This guide The Pragmatics of Politeness (Oxford Studies in Sociolinguistics) was filled
with regards to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book you wanted.
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