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“If the end of the twentieth century can be characterized by futurism, the twenty-first can be defined
by presentism.”
 
This is the moment we’ve been waiting for, explains award-winning media theorist Douglas Rushkoff, but
we don’t seem to have any time in which to live it. Instead we remain poised and frozen, overwhelmed by an
always-on, live-streamed reality that our human bodies and minds can never truly inhabit. And our failure to
do so has had wide-ranging effects on every aspect of our lives.
 
People spent the twentieth century obsessed with the future. We created technologies that would help
connect us faster, gather news, map the planet, compile knowledge, and connect with anyone, at anytime.
We strove for an instantaneous network where time and space could be compressed.
 
Well, the future’s arrived. We live in a continuous now enabled by Twitter, email, and a so-called real-time
technological shift. Yet this “now” is an elusive goal that we can never quite reach. And the dissonance
between our digital selves and our analog bodies has thrown us into a new state of anxiety: present shock.
 
Rushkoff weaves together seemingly disparate events and trends into a rich, nuanced portrait of how life in
the eternal present has affected our biology, behavior, politics, and culture. He explains how the rise of
zombie apocalypse fiction signals our intense desire for an ending; how the Tea Party and Occupy Wall
Street form two sides of the same post-narrative coin; how corporate investing in the future has been
replaced by futile efforts to game the stock market in real time; why social networks make people anxious
and email can feel like an assault. He examines how the tragedy of 9/11 disconnected an entire generation
from a sense of history, and delves into why conspiracy theories actually comfort us.
 
As both individuals and communities, we have a choice. We can struggle through the onslaught of
information and play an eternal game of catch-up. Or we can choose to live in the present: favor eye contact
over texting; quality over speed; and human quirks over digital perfection. Rushkoff offers hope for anyone
seeking to transcend the false now.
 
Absorbing and thought-provoking, Present Shock is a wide-ranging, deeply thought meditation on what it
means to be human in real time.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Whatley:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This Present Shock: When
Everything Happens Now is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because
book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Avril Morris:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Present Shock: When Everything Happens Now book is readable by you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer regarding
Present Shock: When Everything Happens Now content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you even now
thinking Present Shock: When Everything Happens Now is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Erin Marshall:

The actual book Present Shock: When Everything Happens Now will bring someone to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book you
just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Present Shock: When Everything Happens Now is
much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Linda Soto:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book Present Shock: When Everything Happens
Now to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about book and
reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the
book Present Shock: When Everything Happens Now can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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