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Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge is the first full-scale biography of the trailblazing
anthropologist of African and African American cultures. Born into a world of racial hierarchy, Melville J.
Herskovits (1895–1963) employed physical anthropology and ethnography to undermine racist and
hierarchical ways of thinking about humanity and to underscore the value of cultural diversity. His research
in West Africa, the West Indies, and South America documented the far-reaching influence of African
cultures in the Americas. He founded the first major interdisciplinary American program in African studies
in 1948 at Northwestern University, and his controversial classic The Myth of the Negro Past delineated
African cultural influences on American blacks and showcased the vibrancy of African American culture. He
also helped forge the concept of cultural relativism, particularly in his book Man and His Works. While
Herskovits promoted African and African American studies, he criticized some activist black scholars, most
notably Carter G. Woodson and W. E. B. Du Bois, whom he considered propagandists because of their social
reform orientation.
 
After World War II, Herskovits became an outspoken public figure, advocating African independence and
attacking American policymakers who treated Africa as an object of Cold War strategy. Drawing extensively
on Herskovits’s private papers and published works, Jerry Gershenhorn’s biography recognizes Herskovits’s
many contributions and discusses the complex consequences of his conclusions, methodologies, and
relations with African American scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

The book Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can
make examining a book Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the
History of Anthropology) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide open and read a e-
book Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So ,
how do you think about this book?

Willie Long:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for all of us. The book Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of
Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology) was making you to know about other know-
how and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication
Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you feel
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with the book
Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology). You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Brad Hawkes:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to
be go through. Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of
Anthropology) can be your answer given it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.

Susan Spiegel:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Melville J. Herskovits and the Racial
Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology) to make your own reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you similar to reading. Try to
choose basic book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially.



It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the reserve Melville J.
Herskovits and the Racial Politics of Knowledge (Critical Studies in the History of Anthropology) can to be
your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the
time.
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