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When it appeared in 1949, the first edition of Ray Allen Billington's Westward Expansion set a new standard
for scholarship in western American history, and the book's reputation among historians, scholars, and
students grew through four subsequent editions. This abridgment and revision of Billington and Martin
Ridge's fifth edition, with a new introduction and additional scholarship by Ridge, as well as an updated
bibliography, focuses on the Trans-Mississippi frontier.

Although the text sets out the remarkable story of the American frontier, which became, almost from the
beginning, an archetypal narrative of the new American nation's successful expansion, the authors do not
forget the social, environmental, and human cost of national expansion. While most Americans take pride in
the nation's frontier heritage and its associated myths, they also share that history with others--especially
with people of color--in whose collective memories the story of the American west is rendered both dark and
painful. Westward Expansion encourages an understanding of American "westering" that is mindful of the
racism and excessive nationalism that frequently marred the Western frontier experience. At the same time,
the authors understand a sense of optimism, a profound faith in individuals' own abilities, the willingness to
innovate, and an abiding trust in democracy to be the transcendent values of the frontier experience, traits
that continue to influence the character of America's people long after the close of the western frontier.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Walker:

The feeling that you get from Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier will be the more
deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to know but Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier
giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also
makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having that Westward Expansion: A History of the
American Frontier instantly.

George McDaniel:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Westward Expansion: A History of the
American Frontier as your daily resource information.

Gary Lund:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their talent
in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Westward
Expansion: A History of the American Frontier.

Nancy Soto:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the free time or they will get great deal of
stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Westward Expansion: A History of the American Frontier.
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