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Buddhist intellectual discourse owes its development to a dynamic interplay between primary source
materials and subsequent interpretation, yet scholarship on Indian Buddhism has long neglected to privilege
one crucial series of texts. Commentaries on Buddhist scriptures, particularly the sutras, offer rich insights
into the complex relationship between Buddhist intellectual practices and the norms that inform—and are
informed by—them. Evaluating these commentaries in detail for the first time, Richard F. Nance
revisits—and rewrites&mdashthe critical history of Buddhist thought, including its unique conception of
doctrinal transmission.

Attributed to such luminaries as Nagarjuna, Vasubandhu, Dignaga, and Santideva, scriptural commentaries
have long played an important role in the monastic and philosophical life of Indian Buddhism. Nance reads
these texts against the social and cultural conditions of their making, establishing a solid historical basis for
the interpretation of key beliefs and doctrines. He also underscores areas of contention, in which scholars
debate what it means to speak for, and as, a Buddha.

Throughout these texts, Buddhist commentators struggle to deduce and characterize the speech of Buddhas
and teach others how to convey and interpret its meaning. At the same time, they demonstrate the
fundamental dilemma of trying to speak on behalf of Buddhas. Nance also investigates the notion of "right
speech" as articulated by Buddhist texts and follows ideas about teaching as imagined through the common
figure of a Buddhist preacher. He notes the use of epistemological concepts in scriptural interpretation and
the protocols guiding the composition of scriptural commentary, and provides translations of three
commentarial guides to better clarify the normative assumptions organizing these works.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Parks:

Exactly why? Because this Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the
secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it.
This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Leesa Banta:

Beside this kind of Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian
Buddhism because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but
you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from now!

Joseph Carter:

You will get this Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can you
enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It
is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.

Donald Shelton:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural
Commentary in Indian Buddhism or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-



book, any other book likes Speaking for Buddhas: Scriptural Commentary in Indian Buddhism to make your
spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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