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When are people willing to sacrifice for the common good? What are the benefits of friendship? How do
communities deal with betrayal? And what are the costs and benefits of being in a diverse community? Using
the life histories of more than forty thousand Civil War soldiers, Dora Costa and Matthew Kahn answer these
questions and uncover the vivid stories, social influences, and crucial networks that influenced soldiers' lives
both during and after the war.

Drawing information from government documents, soldiers' journals, and one of the most extensive research
projects about Union Army soldiers ever undertaken, Heroes and Cowards demonstrates the role that social
capital plays in people's decisions. The makeup of various companies--whether soldiers were of the same
ethnicity, age, and occupation--influenced whether soldiers remained loyal or whether they deserted. Costa
and Kahn discuss how the soldiers benefited from friendships, what social factors allowed some to survive
the POW camps while others died, and how punishments meted out for breaking codes of conduct affected
men after the war. The book also examines the experience of African-American soldiers and makes
important observations about how their comrades shaped their lives.

Heroes and Cowards highlights the inherent tensions between the costs and benefits of community diversity,
shedding light on how groups and societies behave and providing valuable lessons for the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Flynt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of
War guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by
anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill
only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War as
good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain
book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Katherine Herron:

This Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War is great reserve for you because the content which is full
of information for you who also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
included. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen second
right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do
you still doubt that will?

Duncan Houghton:

This Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Heroes and Cowards: The Social
Face of War can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in
the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and
also knowledge.

Kim Heflin:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Heroes and Cowards: The Social Face of War we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to



be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Heroes and
Cowards: The Social Face of War. You can more attractive than now.
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