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In this classic work, Goetzmann argues that the exploration of the American West was not a series of
haphazard adventures motivated by personal gain, but rather a series of carefully planned missions to
promote the national good. He draws on the diaries and letters of explorers to contrast the early American
expeditions, sponsored by the federal government to promote national development, with private British
ventures, such as the Hudson’s Bay Company, which sought commercial gain.

Meriwether Lewis and William Clark were the first explorers with a broad and explicit sense of national
purpose, setting out in 1804 with instructions from President Thomas Jefferson to collect information
“covering the whole range of natural history from geology to Indian vocabularies.” And as Lewis and Clark
traveled toward the American Northwest, William Dunbar and Dr. George Hunter journeyed south to collect
information on the newly acquired Louisiana Territory.

Two major eras of Western exploration followed the one launched by Lewis and Clark: the period of
settlement and investment (1845–1860) and the era of the great surveys (1860–1900). During the first of
these, explorers such as John B. Weller and John Russell Bartlett became political diplomats as well as
discoverers as they surveyed the boundary between the U.S. and Mexico. During the second period,
explorers were no longer discoverers or diplomats, but academic scientists, such as Josiah Dwight Whitney,
whose philosophy influenced twentieth-century attitudes toward conservation and the environment.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Williamson:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the
Scientist in the Winning of the American West will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading any book
make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or ideal book with you?

Tyrone Smith:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Exploration and Empire: The
Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of the American West is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Richard Holeman:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Examining a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Exploration and Empire: The Explorer
and the Scientist in the Winning of the American West book because this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Randall James:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. With the book Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of
the American West we can have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To be creative person
must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this time book Exploration and Empire: The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of
the American West. You can more appealing than now.
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