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n this seminal book, Sigmund Freud enumerates what he sees as the fundamental tensions between
civilization and the individual. The primary friction, he asserts, stems from the individual's quest for
instinctual freedom and civilization's contrary demand for conformity and instinctual repression. Freud states
that when any situation that is desired by the pleasure principle is prolonged, then it creates a feeling of mild
contentment. Thus our possibilities of happiness are restricted by the law. Many of humankind's primitive
instincts (for example, the desire to kill and the insatiable craving for sexual gratification) are clearly harmful
to the well-being of a human community. As a result, civilization creates laws that prohibit killing, rape, and
adultery, and it implements severe punishments if such rules are broken. This process, argues Freud, is an
inherent quality of civilization that instills perpetual feelings of discontent in its citizens. Freud's theory is
based on the notion that humans have certain characteristic instincts that are immutable. Most notable are the
desires for sex, and the predisposition to violent aggression towards authority figures and towards sexual
competitors, which both obstruct the gratification of a person's instincts.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Cantrell:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a reserve.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Civilization and Its Discontents Publisher: W. W.
Norton & Company; The Standard Edition edition will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or
reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you
searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Mark Dunn:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Civilization and Its Discontents
Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company; The Standard Edition edition is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Michael Alvarado:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Civilization and Its Discontents
Publisher: W. W. Norton & Company; The Standard Edition edition is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

George Hale:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Civilization and Its Discontents Publisher:
W. W. Norton & Company; The Standard Edition edition which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.
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