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How do Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Judaism differ? Is caviar kosher? Who was Maimonides?
What is current Jewish thought on Jesus, sex, abortion, feminism, and capital punishment? Spanning from
biblical times to the present, The Jewish Religion offers a goldmine of information on Jewish belief and
practice, wisdom and culture, history and tradition.
Sweeping in scope and based on impeccable scholarship, this volume's 750 alphabetical entries range from
Aaron to Zweifel to illuminate virtually every facet of the Jewish heritage. For example, the book explains
Halakhah and Aggadah, the legal and non-legal sides of Jewish thought; traces the development of the
Orthodox, Conservative, and Reform Movements; discusses Haskalah (the Jewish Enlightenment) and
Hasidism; and explores the differences between the Spanish traditions of the Sephardim and the German
traditions of the Ashkenazim. It examines the great philosophical questions underlying the Jewish faith;
carefully examines Zionism, with its tension between religion and nationalism and its profound implications
for the present and the future of Israel; and serves as a marvelous companion to Jewish religious and
philosophical literature. Readers will find entries on all the books of the Old Testament--with compelling
descriptions of the patriarchs, prophets, and law givers--on the oral and written Torah, on the Jerusalem and
Babylonian Talmud, and on the Kabbalah. Jacobs examines all the great Jewish thinkers--from Rashi, Akiba,
and Judah the Prince, to Maimonides, Spinoza, and Martin Buber--and he describes the thought of the Baal
Shem Tov, founder of Hasidism, Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, father of the Reform movement, and
Theodore Herzl, the originator of modern Zionism. Finally, the book is filled with information on popular
customs, rituals, and religious services, covering all the major holidays, providing guidance on prayer and
liturgy, and explaining the dietary laws in detail. It even offers step-by-step instructions for conducting the
Passover Seder, preparing matzoh, kindling the Hannukah lights, building a sukkah, and much, much more.
Here then is a matchless guide to Jewish religion, history, culture, and thought and a valuable repository of
knowledge for both Jews and non-Jews alike.
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Stampley:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will need this The Jewish Religion: A Companion.

Craig Harrison:

The ability that you get from The Jewish Religion: A Companion is the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Jewish Religion: A Companion giving you enjoyment feeling of reading.
The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this The Jewish Religion: A Companion instantly.

Jeremy Hutchings:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Jewish Religion: A Companion will give you a new experience in reading
through a book.

John Olive:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Jewish Religion: A Companion. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most important that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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