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In the turbulent decade since the collapse of the Soviet Union, conditions have worsened considerably for
many Russians, and a wide-ranging debate has raged over the nature and destiny of their country. In Russia
in Search of Itself, James H. Billington, the Librarian of Congress and a noted expert on Russia, examines
the efforts of a proud but troubled nation to find a post-Soviet identity. The agenda has not been controlled
from the top-down and center-out as in Russia's past. Nor has it been set by any intellectual giant such as
Sakharov or Solzhenitsyn.

Billington describes the contentious discussion occurring all over Russia and across the political spectrum.
He finds conflicts raging among individuals as much as between organized groups and finds a deep
underlying tension between the Russians' attempts to legitimize their new, nominally democratic identity,
and their efforts to craft a new version of their old authoritarian tradition. After showing how the problem of
Russian identity was framed in the past, Billington asks whether Russians will now look more to the West
for a place in the common European home, or to the East for a new, Eurasian identity. Billington sees three
elements shaping Russian culture: Orthodox Christianity; a special feeling for nature; and an intermittent,
sometimes excessive passion for imported innovation. Out of this mix, he suggests, Russia must find its own
moral anchor for its venture into democracy if it is to avoid falling back on a negative and authoritarian
nationalism in order to recreate some sense of common purpose in society.

The prospects for world peace in the twenty-first century depend in large measure on the way Russians
decide to define themselves in the next few years. Drawing on his vast knowledge of Russian history, his
frequent visits to Russia in the past decade, and his longstanding relationships with Russians from many
different regions and segments of society, Billington provides an authoritative exploration of one of the
world's most pressing issues.
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From reader reviews:

David Shetler:

Book will be written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Russia in Search of Itself will make you to
possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you
think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are
often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

David Betancourt:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Russia in Search of Itself is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish
in this era.

Many Shirley:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Russia in Search of Itself can be your answer given it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.

Lois Wiggins:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Russia in Search of Itself is simple bringing
you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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