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The conservation of energy, the second law of thermodynamics, the theory of relativity, quantum mechanics-
together, these concepts form the foundation upon which modern physics was built. But the influence of
these four landmark ideas has extended far beyond hard science. There is no aspect of twentieth-century
cultureincluding the arts, social sciences, philosophy, and politicsthat has not been profoundly influenced by
them.

In Great Ideas in Physics, Alan Lightman clearly explains the physics behind each of the four great ideas and
deftly untangles for lay readers such knotty concepts as entropy, the relativity of time, and the Heisenberg
uncertainty principle. Throughout the book he uses excerpts from the writings of scientific luminaries such
as Newton, Kelvin, Einstein, and de Broglie to help place each in its proper historical perspective. And with
the help of expertly annotated passages from the works of dozens of writers, philosophers, artists, and socia
theorists, Lightman explores the two-way influences of these landmark scientific concepts on our entire
human culture and the world of idess.
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From reader reviews:
James Hall:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading areserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Great Ideas in Physics
book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Richard Brassall:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get alife style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book
thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if
you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual Great Ideasin Physicsiskind of reserve whichis
giving the reader unstable experience.

Constance Music:

Isit a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Great |deas in Physics can be the reply, oh how
comes? It's abook you know. Y ou are and so out of date, spending your extratime by reading in this brand-
new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Viola Ball:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. That book Great Ideas in Physics was bright colored and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book Great | deas in Physics has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy,
fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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