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Hopkins contends that the lives of enslaved African Americans were the foundational source of liberating
faith and practice for African Americans today. Down, Up, and Over draws on their religious experience,
and the example of their faith and witness, to develop a constructive theology of liberation.

African American belief structures and hope practices blossom from the black folk's religious encounters
with God, Hopkins contends. The first half of his ambitious work reconstructs the cultural matrix of African
American religion--a total way of life formed by Protestantism, American culture, and the institution of
slavery (16191865)--in which racial identities developed. Whites from Europe and blacks from Africa
arrived with specific, differing views of God, faith, practice, and humanity. Hopkins recreates their
worldviews and how white theology sought to remake African Americans into naturally inferior beings
divinely ordained into subservience. The counter voice of enslaved blacks begets the Spirit of Liberation.

Tracking that Spirit, Hopkins crafts an explicit black theology of the Spirit of Liberation for us (God, chapter
4), with us (Jesus, chapter 5), and in us (human purpose, chapter 6). Out of the crucible of slavery emerge the
lineaments of a constructive religious vision: the constitution of a new self and a divinely purposed liberation
toward full spiritual and material humanity.

Hopkins's sweeping vision, impressive scholarship, and astute social analysis make for a fascinating and
important volume, one that can help all readers find meaning and purpose in the daunting 350-year
pilgrimage of African Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Howard Martinez:

This Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and
Theology) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black
Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology) without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Down, Up, and Over: Slave
Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology) can bring once you are
and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop
even cell phone. This Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study
of Religion and Theology) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Errol Garvin:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Down, Up,
and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology) suitable
to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Down, Up, and
Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology)is the one of
several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this book.

Tonette Land:

You can find this Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the Study of
Religion and Theology) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by means
of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Heather Garcia:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black
Theology (New Vectors in the Study of Religion and Theology) was colorful and of course has pictures on
there. As we know that book Down, Up, and Over: Slave Religion and Black Theology (New Vectors in the



Study of Religion and Theology) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for
you and try to like reading in which.
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