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By developing the scale that bears his name, Charles Richter not only invented the concept of magnitude as a
measure of earthquake size, he turned himself into nothing less than a household word. He remains the only
seismologist whose name anyone outside of narrow scientific circles would likely recognize. Yet few
understand the Richter scale itself, and even fewer have ever understood the man.

Drawing on the wealth of papers Richter left behind, as well as dozens of interviews with his family and
colleagues, Susan Hough takes the reader deep into Richter's complex life story, setting it in the context of
his family and interpersonal attachments, his academic career, and the history of seismology.

Among his colleagues Richter was known as intensely private, passionately interested in earthquakes, and
iconoclastic. He was an avid nudist, seismologists tell each other with a grin; he dabbled in poetry. He was a
publicity hound, some suggest, and more famous than he deserved to be. But even his closest associates were
unaware that he struggled to reconcile an intense and abiding need for artistic expression with his scientific
interests, or that his apparently strained relationship with his wife was more unconventional but also stronger
than they knew. Moreover, they never realized that his well-known foibles might even have been the
consequence of a profound neurological disorder.

In this biography, Susan Hough artfully interweaves the stories of Richter's life with the history of
earthquake exploration and seismology. In doing so, she illuminates the world of earth science for the lay
reader, much as Sylvia Nasar brought the world of mathematics alive in A Beautiful Mind.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake, Measure of a Man. Try
to the actual book Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake, Measure of a Man as your friend. It means that
it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Cory Marshall:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake, Measure
of a Man had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake,
Measure of a Man is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with
the book Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake, Measure of a Man. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Thomas Hayden:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake, Measure of a Man this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just
how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

John Moreno:

This Richter's Scale: Measure of an Earthquake, Measure of a Man is fresh way for you who has fascination
to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Richter's Scale:
Measure of an Earthquake, Measure of a Man can be the light food in your case because the information
inside that book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be



reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in publication form
make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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