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The unmarried "care for the things of the Lord," said St. Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians, while
married men and women "care for the things of the world." The doctrine that virginity for both men and
women is superior to marriage remained strong in Augustine, who believed that consecrated virgins were "a
greater blessing" than the married. Even the current edition of the New Catholic Encyclopedia privileges the
state of virginity because "it has as its object a superior good."

In Pure Resistance Theodora A. Jankowski surveys the history of virginity in Christian thought from ancient
times though the Renaissance, contrasting the Catholic tradition on this issue with Protestant doctrine as it
developed in early modern England. With the Reformation, theologians argued that marriage was the ideal,
even that vowed virginity was unnatural. If the multiple sexual, erotic, economic, and communal
arrangements of Catholic Europe offered possibilities for destabilizing the categories male/female,
married/virgin, chaste/unchaste, she contends, Protestant thought rigidified these binary oppositions.

Exploring resistance to the patriarchal sexual economy, Jankowski considers representations of female
virgins in English stage plays from 1590 to about 1670. In these dramatic texts she finds characters who
range from collaborators with patriarchy to women who utterly repudiate marriage, opting instead for a life
completely outside the heterosexual gender paradigm-and who thus, like Isabella in Measure for Measure or
Moll Cutpurse in Dekker and Middleton's The Roaring Girl, become "queer virgins."
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From reader reviews:

Mindy Simmons:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in Early Modern English Drama (New
Cultural Studies) as your daily resource information.

Ollie Brooks:

Precisely why? Because this Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in Early Modern English Drama (New
Cultural Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it
will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but
still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Lupita Kirch:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in Early
Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies), you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you
still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it,
oh come on its named reading friends.

Randy Acevedo:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Pure Resistance: Queer Virginity in
Early Modern English Drama (New Cultural Studies) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.
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