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In this stimulating book, one of the world's leading scholars of Jewish thought examines the long tradition of
Jewish messianism and mystical experience. Moshe Idel calls upon his profound knowledge of ancient and
medieval texts and of Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Eastern sources to uncover new perspectives on the
nature and development of Jewish messianism. He shows that, contrary to Gershom Scholem's view that
mysticism and messianism are incompatible religious tendencies, they are in fact closely related spiritual
phenomena. Messianism regularly emerges from mystical experiences, Idel contends. Exploring the interplay
of Jewish messianism and mysticism from the twelfth through the eighteenth centuries, the book looks
closely at pivotal figures and movements, including Abraham Abulafia, Sabbatai Sevi, and hasidism. Idel
discerns three types of messianism-theosophical-theurgical, ecstatic, and talismanic-and through these
demonstrates that Kabbalah, from the very beginning, was messianically oriented. He counters the common
belief that messianism typically arises as a response to such calamities as the expulsion of the Jews from
Spain in 1492 and shows that messiahs often gain great popularity in times of political tranquility. Idel also
finds that Jewish messianic and mystical experience bears a much greater resemblance to Christian
messianism than has been recognized before.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Ouellette:

Here thing why that Messianic Mystics are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book
is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Messianic
Mystics giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is
no publication that similar with Messianic Mystics. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Messianic Mystics in e-book can be your
option.

Matthew McDaniel:

This Messianic Mystics are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of
this Messianic Mystics can be one of many great books you must have is giving you more than just simple
examining food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Messianic Mystics giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Hermelinda Anthony:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read will be Messianic Mystics.

Louis Ono:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the book
Messianic Mystics we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To be creative person
must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life at this book Messianic Mystics. You can more appealing than now.
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