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One of the most written-about literary figures in the past decade, Arthur Rimbaud left few traces when he
abandoned poetry at age twenty-one and disappeared into the African desert. Although the dozen biographies
devoted to Rimbaud’s life depend on one main source for information—his own correspondence—a
complete edition of these remarkable letters has never been published in English. Until now.

A moving document of decline, Rimbaud’s letters begin with the enthusiastic artistic pronouncements of a
fifteen-year-old genius, and end with the bitter what-ifs of a man whose life has slipped disastrously away.
But whether soapboxing on the essence of art, or struggling under the yoke of self-imposed exile in the
desert of his later years, Rimbaud was incapable of writing an uninteresting sentence. As translator and
editor Wyatt Mason makes clear in his engaging Introduction, the letters reveal a Rimbaud very different
from our expectations. Rimbaud—presented by many biographers as a bohemian wild man—is unveiled as
“diligent in his pursuit of his goals . . . wildly, soberly ambitious, in poetry, in everything.”

I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud is the second and final volume in Mason’s
authoritative presentation of Rimbaud’s writings. Called by Edward Hirsch “the definitive translation for our
time,” Mason’s first volume, Rimbaud Complete (Modern Library, 2002), brought Rimbaud’s poetry and
prose into vivid focus. In I Promise to Be Good, Mason adds the missing epistolary pieces to our picture of
Rimbaud. “These letters,” he writes, “are proofs in all their variety—of impudence and precocity, of
tenderness and rage—for the existence of Arthur Rimbaud.” I Promise to Be Good allows English-language
readers to see with new eyes one of the most extraordinary poets in history.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Eades:

Why? Because this I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress
you with the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you I will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.

Hattie Robb:

This I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) is completely new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this I
Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics) can be the light food to suit
your needs because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Ashley Robinette:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book I Promise to Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics)
was filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you
wanted.

Leah Humphries:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to



something by book. Amount types of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is I Promise to
Be Good: The Letters of Arthur Rimbaud (Modern Library Classics).
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