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In Honor Thy Gods Jon Mikalson uses the tragedies of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and Euripides to explore
popular religious beliefs and practices of Athenians in the fifth and fourth centuries B.C. and examines how
these playwrights portrayed, manipulated, and otherwise represented popular religion in their plays. He
discusses the central role of honor in ancient Athenian piety and shows that the values of popular piety are
not only reflected but also reaffirmed in tragedies.

Mikalson begins by examining what tragic characters and choruses have to say about the nature of the gods
and their intervention in human affairs. Then, by tracing the fortunes of diverse characters -- among them
Creon and Antigone, Ajax and Odysseus, Hippolytus, Pentheus, and even Athens and Troy -- he shows that
in tragedy those who violate or challenge contemporary popular religious beliefs suffer, while those who
support these beliefs are rewarded.

The beliefs considered in Mikalson's analysis include Athenians' views on matters regarding asylum, the
roles of guests and hosts, oaths, the various forms of divination, health and healing, sacrifice, pollution, the
religious responsibilities of parents, children, and citizens, homicide, the dead, and the afterlife. After
summarizing the vairous forms of piety and impiety related to these beliefs found in the tragedies, Mikalson
isolates "honoring the gods" as the fundamental concept of Greek piety. He concludes by describing the
different relationships of the three tragedians to the religion of their time and their audience, arguing that the
tragedies of Euripides most consistently support the values of popular religion.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Bell:

The book Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy? A number of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy has simple shape nevertheless, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read
a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Shannon Bland:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the knowledge
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Honor Thy Gods:
Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy.

Thomas Williamson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't work this is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy why because the
fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to
pick up this book.

David Moore:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Honor Thy Gods: Popular Religion
in Greek Tragedy can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have Honor Thy



Gods: Popular Religion in Greek Tragedy.
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