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Glenn Parsons and Allen Carlson offer an in-depth philosophical study of the relationship between function
and aesthetic value, breaking with the philosophical tradition of seeing the two as separate. They begin by
developing and defending, in a general way, the concept of Functional Beauty, exploring how the role of
function in aesthetic appreciation has been treated by some notable thinkers in the history of aesthetics. They
then consider the relationship to Functional Beauty of certain views in current aesthetic thought, especially
what we call "cognitively rich" approaches to the aesthetic appreciation of both art and nature. Turning to
work on the nature of function in the philosophy of science, they argue that this line of enquiry can help
solve certain philosophical problems that have been raised for the idea that knowledge of function plays an
important role in aesthetic appreciation.
Although philosophical discussions of aesthetic appreciation tend to focus largely and sometimes almost
exclusively on artworks, the range of aesthetic appreciation is, of course, much larger. Not simply art, but
also nature, architecture, and even more mundane, everyday things--cars, tools, clothing, furniture, and
sports--are objects of frequent and enthusiastic aesthetic appreciation. Accordingly, in the second half of the
book, Glen Parsons and Allen Carlson consider the place and importance of Functional Beauty in the
aesthetic appreciation of a broad range of different kinds of things. The final chapters explore Functional
Beauty in nature and the natural environment, in architecture and the built environment, in everyday
artifacts, events, and activities, and finally in art and the artworld. In each case, Parsons and Carlson argue
that Functional Beauty illuminates our aesthetic experiences and helps to address various theoretical issues
raised by these different objects of appreciation.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

The e-book with title Functional Beauty contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of
the world. This book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on
your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Joanne Hall:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more time to be learn.
Functional Beauty can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time
problems.

Rachel Chaney:

The book untitled Functional Beauty contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy
to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or program, so
you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can
wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Dona Henry:

A lot of publication has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book Functional Beauty. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
guide. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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