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'When I was growing up, my mother wanted me to grow up and meet a nice guy, marry him and have babies
and be happy'. These are the words with which Margaret, a thirty-three-year-old cocaine-using prostitute,
begins her story. In this book she and four other women, all inner-city hustlers, describe their lives, how they
came to be where they are, and where they hope to go. Margaret, Charlie, Virginia, Tracy, and Laquita are all
drug users who are involved in regular criminal activity: prostitution, burglary, shoplifting, robbery, drug
selling, petty theft, and various kinds of fraud. Four of the women are black; one is white and Puerto Rican.
While all five have been involved in same-sex relationships, three are primarily straight and two are
primarily lesbian. They come from working-class or welfare families; some women characterize their
mothers as strict, abusive, intolerant, and distant while other mothers are characterized as being concerned,
religious, and loving. The women talk frankly about their drug use, their sexual and criminal activities, their
childhoods, their school and work experiences, their neighborhoods, their personal relationships with their
families of origin, children, partners, their fears and future goals, and the ordinary trappings of their lives.
While these accounts describe lives lived at the margins of society, they also reveal women who practice
self-evaluation. These are women who have a deep understanding of individual accountability and
responsibility. These accounts are connected by themes of violence and poverty, but they are also connected
by the variety and richness of these women's lives. The women also assert a control over their activities and
talk of independent judgment in terms that we imagine are reserved for men. There is a tendency in
criminology to treat the data generated by research on men as fundamentally true for women as well. By
allowing female law-breakers to describe their lives in their own way, Pettiway underlines not only their
differences from men but also their differences from each other. However, their stories also reveal their
common humanity and their profound will to survive despite all obstacles. These women manage to live
self-defined and self-validated lives in a world even more turbulent than that of their mainstream sisters.
They share a web of experiences created out of race and ethnicity, sexual orientation, drug use, and
urbanization that provides them with meaning and courage. They speak movingly about guilt and
responsibility, about rape and intimacy, and about ambition and despair. Through their stories we can grasp
the traumas and turning points that lead us all to make bad decisions as well as those ideals and inspirations
that can help to redeem us. Author note: Leon E. Pettiway is Associate Professor, Department of Criminal
Justice, Indiana University, Bloomington. He is the author of "Honey, Honey, Miss Thang" (Temple), which
was nominated for the 1996 Lambda Literary Award for books on transgender.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Darby:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes. People is
human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare time
coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is actually
Workin' It: Women Living Through Drugs and Crime.

Karyn Turner:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Workin' It: Women Living Through
Drugs and Crime, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Lenore Cortez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Workin' It: Women Living Through Drugs and Crime why because the
great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will
be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

James Smith:

The book untitled Workin' It: Women Living Through Drugs and Crime contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so
do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author
provides you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can
read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go
through.
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