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This book presents the first systematic and cross-cultural exploration of ideas of heresy, as well as
orthodoxy, in a group of major religious traditions, including Neo-Confucianism, Sunni Islam, rabbinic
Judaism, and early Christianity. It shows how authorities in all four of these traditions used common
strategies to distinguish orthodox truth from heretical error. These same strategies often appear in modern
ideological polemics and studies of deviance as well as in traditional religious controversies. The party that
most effectively uses these strategies often gains a decisive advantage in the struggle among competing
claimants to orthodoxy.
The author also shows how orthodoxy depends on heresy. Without heresy, or at least ideas of heresy,
orthodoxy could not establish or perpetuate itself. In fact, in all four traditions orthodoxy constructed itself
by creating an inversion of the heretical other.
By highlighting the common patterns in constructions of orthodoxy and heresy in four major religious
traditions, this book also sets in relief subtler variations that give each tradition a special character. In this
way this study strikes a balance between the universal and the particular: it illuminates a general pattern in
world intellectual history, but also shows how the traditions that illustrate this pattern are distinctive.
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From reader reviews:

Dirk Sullivan:

This book untitled The Construction of Orthodoxy and Heresy: Neo-Confucian, Islamic, Jewish, and Early
Christian Patterns to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail
store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more
easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to
past this reserve from your list.

Margaret Calderon:

The reserve untitled The Construction of Orthodoxy and Heresy: Neo-Confucian, Islamic, Jewish, and Early
Christian Patterns is the publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the reserve
content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something
is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of The
Construction of Orthodoxy and Heresy: Neo-Confucian, Islamic, Jewish, and Early Christian Patterns from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Michele Stein:

The publication with title The Construction of Orthodoxy and Heresy: Neo-Confucian, Islamic, Jewish, and
Early Christian Patterns contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This particular book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Tony Reed:

In this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Construction of Orthodoxy and Heresy: Neo-
Confucian, Islamic, Jewish, and Early Christian Patterns. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry
Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.
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